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“� HYPERLINK "http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/waynedyer165697.html" \o "view quote" �Be miserable. Or motivate yourself. Whatever has to be done, it's always your choice.�”


-Wayne Dyer





My Life


I chose this theme because it is a common theme in several of the stories and because I felt it related in many ways to my life. We all make decisions that dictate our future; it is only up to ourselves who we are going to become.





This theme is important in real life because one decision can lead people down a path of destruction or a path toward success. Choices are so important for people to consider when they decide what kind of person they want to become.





My Life


This theme shows up in my life because every day I need to make choice regarding who I want to be and the direct I need to go. For example, in 2009 I had to make the tough decision to move to Maui. I never thought I would leave Michigan, but in order to be the successful teacher I wanted to be, I needed to get out of the state. I also wanted to be a good wife and supporting my husband in his desire to move was a way for me to fulfill that goal.





[illustration]








The Lion King 


“You have forgotten who you are and so have forgotten me. Look inside yourself, Simba. You are more than what you have become. You must take your place in the Circle of Life” (Allers).





Simba has to make the choice to return to Pride Rock to claim his place as king and defeat his Uncle Scar. When Mufasa’s ghost appears to him he knows he has to make a choice: keep running from his fears and problems or fulfill his destiny and become king.





[illustration]





The scene I chose to illustrate is when Rafiki is talking to Simba about his reflection and tells him that his father lives in him. This scene is important because it leads Simba to think about his life decisions.








“Way Back to Palolo”


“Your father take care you. Me, I take care my father. Sometimes I like run away, but…but if I go, who going to watch out for him” (Ching 184)?





Kawika makes the choice early on that he will remain in Palolo Valley. Not only for his father who is mentally unstable, but also for his two children that he has conceived with Leimomo. Kawika could have had a different life if he had only made different choices.





[illustration]








The scene I chose to illustrate is when Kawika meets Stanley in the storm drain to fight. But Kawika realizes that Stanley doesn’t belong in Palolo anymore. Kawika’s choices have lead him to a life in the valley where as Stanley’s life will lead him in a new direction.








“The Interlopers”


“…as boys they had thirsted for one another’s blood” (Saki 263).





It is clear that both Georg and Ulrich have chosen from a very young age to put their time and energy into hating one another. Thus, it is obvious that one of the themes of this story is “you choose you want to be”.





[illustration]











The scene I chose to illustrate is when Ulrich offers Georg wine. Ulrich decides that he no longer wants to be enemies with the Znaeyms. This is a huge step for Ulrich—he is deciding that he wants to become a better person and he wants to end the feud.
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